Chicken, Alaska, June 25, 1918.

The Commissioner of Fisheries

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

There is enclosed herewith a Sketch of the Fortymile basin, although not complete, very near all of the south fork of Dennison [“and the” scratched out] and the north part of the North fork with its tributaries Middle fork, Granite fork and Gold vein is not marked, for want of space. The streams is all correctly marked, one after the other, but the distance between them is not in all instances correct as this drawing was made in a hurry and without Rule, compasses or Compass, which I would not have understood how to use if I had tried. There was Trappers located at one time or other in the winter of 1917 and 18 at all places so marked. All houses or cabins is in many instances vacant. Especially is 

this true on O'Brien, musquita fork, above Ketchemstock, and Dennison fork, above camp creek. the cabins marked in those places was built years ago by either Trappers or Prospectors except Mitchells where he stops part of the summer cutting Hay. The sketch sent herewith was made during the cold Weather in Dec. 1917 in a couple of hours with a good many scratchings and markings over again. The intention was to make a better one and send it to to your office, and this one was laid away and forgotten until this day, [“and not being” scratched out] and not being in the mode at present for this kind of work, and very likely not being able to improve upon it, I have taken the privilege to send it as it was first made solely from memory, and being satisfied that it is more correct than any map of this part of Alaska seen so far, as all the county marked has been traversed and seen numerous times, traveling in summertime with a pack on my back and a dog or 2 following. in Wintertime trips has been made all over these parts with Dogteam, Snowshoes, Sleigh or Toboggan. but there is a number of small streams not marked. It is hoped that this may be of some little interest to Your Office it will at least show the numerous streams that has to be forded, at times crossed on logs cut for that purpose. The trail from Tanana was at one time the old mailroute from Valdes to Eagle but now only a name as it is all growed over with brush and very little travel the mail trail from Eagle to Chicken can be followed without getting lost after a person has made a trip or two over it. going from Chicken to Dawson, Y. Terr. there is fairly good travel after Glacier is reached. The fortymile basin, that is from within 16 mile of the Tanana to the boundary on the fortymile river with all its tributaries comprises at least 25,000 square miles and is an ideal country for all fur animals but the few that is now left will not long survive as the prices is higher than ever before. Marten is on the increase in the outlying parts where there has been no trappers in the last 2-3 years, but as the Marten gets more numerous more of them will be caught in traps set for mink, weasel, foxes and lynx. and Wardens will not be able to save them, at least not in this part along the boundary.

Most respectfully

Christian L. Larson

