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IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
By Nlrru,N Rnwcor,o*
The records in the National Archives are not artanged in terms of
religious, racial, or ethnic groups; there is no stack area containing a
collection of Judaica. The holdings of the National Archives, the
permanently valuable records of the Federal Government, axe
organized into record groups according to their provenance, that is
to say, according to their administrative origins. Within each
record group the records are arranged, as far as possible, in the
original order in which they were filed. Since the records were filed
to facilitate the operations of an office, not the future researchinterests of scholars,they are rarely arranged in terms of "subjects" such
as scholars pursue. Becausethe Federal Government has generally
dealt with its citizens as individuals and not as members of religious,
raeial, or ethnic groups, there are comparatively few records specifically dealing with individual Jews as such or with Jews as a group.
Incidental to the administration of goveramental functions a considerable quantity of Federal records were created or accumulated
pertaining to American Jews and their environments. They range in
time from the colonial period to the present decadeand are found in
at least 125 of.the approximately 300 record groups in the National
Archives. To utilize fully these holdings, a researchershould know,
or have a reaso'hableexpectation, that a Jew or Jews had specific
relationships with components of the Federal Government.
What follows is a very general description of some of the bodies of
records relating to American Jewish history disclosed by a recent
survey of the National Archives, with emphasison little-used sources.
Time permits citation of only a few examples. The National Archives
hopes to publish a more detailed account of records in its custody
relating to American Jewry.
Certain record groups are intrinsically of a general nature - that
is, they necessarilypertain to a variety of subjects. Among such are
the General Records of the United States Government, including the
Papers of the Continental Congress, the record copies of statutes,
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executiveordersand proclamations,and treaties- the legal enactmentsbasicto our history; the recordsof the Houseof Representatives and Senate,which rangeover every areaof governmentalconcern; the recordsof Federalcourts and the related recordsof the
Justice Department; the State Department records; basic demographicsourcessuchas the recordsof the Bureauof the Censusand
the General Land Office, and the little known Civil War draft
records;and the recordsof the GeneralAccountingOffieerelating
to almostevery areain which Federalfunds are expended.
The RevolutionaryWar Prize Cases,for example,contain a ease
file involving Aaron Lopez of Newport. An early SupremeCourt
casefile, Nathan Levy vs. John Gadsby,dealswith the efforts of
Levy, an inhabitant of Georgetown,D. C., to collecta note acquired
during a businessventure in Alexandria, Virginia, in the years
L79FL797. The district court records,most nearly completefor the
SouthernDistrict of New York and the District of Columbia,contain casesinvolving AmericanJewssuchas G. Ricordi and Co. vs.
OscarHammersteinrelating to an allegedinfringementby Hammerstein on the copyright to Puccini's"La Bohdme." Businesshistorians might profitably examinethe numerousbankruptcy casefiles;
transcripts of meetingsof creditors of unsuccessfulgarment manufacturers (good sourcesfor industry studies) are presentin these
files. The Court of Claims, which adjudicatesclaims against the
Government,has many casesrelating to AmericanJewishhistory.
The caseof Meyer Levi vs. the United Statesrelatesto a claim for
property taken from Levi of Port Gibson,Mississippi,by the Union
Army during the Civil War; FrenchSpoliationcasesNo. 4130-4134
concernthe lossof five shipsduring the Quasi-Warwith Francethat
had been insured by the underwriting firm of J. and P. Mark of
New York City; one of the Indian Depredation Casesconcerns
merchandisetaken from the H. Levi and Co. store in Graham
County, Arizona,by ApacheIndians.
The central files of the Department of Justice are a very rich,
neglectedsource. A cursorysearchfor recordsrelating to Brandeis
locatedrecordson his role as counselfor Louis Glavis in the Ballinger-Pinchotcontroversy,on advicehegaveconcerningthe wording
of a corporationtax bill, and on his role, with SamuelUntermeyer,
as a SpecialAssistantto the Attorney Generalin a suit againstthe
RiggsNational Bank of Washington. For SamuelGompersthere is
a file relating to the famousBuck's Stove and RangeCo. case,as
well as many other records.
The censusschedules,1790-1880,contain much social and economic information, becomingmore detailed with each successive
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census.The 1860schedulesfor santa Fe, New Mexico recordthat
Levi spiegelberg,a 29-year-oldmerchant born in prussia and
possessing
$15,000in real estateand $b0,000in personalestate,was
wed to his wife Betty, a 17-year-oldnative of prussia,within the
precedingyear. The schedulesalso list Manuel, Lehman, and
solomonspiegelberg.The last was a Bb-year-oldmerchant,whose
only recordedassetswere$800in personalestate. An adult.female
and four childrenresidedwith him, presumablyhis family.
Perhapsthe greatestopportunitiesfor researchin the National
Archiveson AmericanJewishhistory are in the economicarea. In
the last centurythe principalFederarageneyconcernedwith matters
economicwas the Treasury Department, which had duties and
powerin the areasof moneyand banking,levyingtaxes,and customs
and maritime affairs.
The National Archivescontainsvarioustax lists, suchas the lists
for the direct tax of 1?g8for parts of the state of pennsylvania;the
tax lists for the Direct Tax leviedin south carolina, 1g6-8-1g20,
and
internal revenueassessment
lists for the entire ,r"iiorr, 1g62-1g1b.
The direct tax entry for IsaaeFranksof Germantown,pa., showsthe
property he possessed
in 1?98and its evaluation($BB0).The ,,Old
Loan Records"of the Bureauof the public Debt containinformation
on purchasesof united states securitiesby AmericanJews. Entries
showthat Jacobcohen, phillips Levy, and Marks Hyman purchased
securitiesin the 6 percentloansof 18124nd 1g1Bto uetretain trust for
the HebrewBenevolentsocietyof philaderphia.The lettersfrom foreignbanksreceivedby the secretaryof the Treasury,lg38-lgb5, and
the relatedlettersfrom foreignbankersand indemnities,lg88-1g66,
contain letters from the Londonbranch of the houseofRothschild,
from the Americanagentsof the Rothschilds,R. and I. phillips of
Philadelphiaan'dlater, August Belmont,and from the firm of J. J.
cohen, Jr., and Bros. of Baltimore and Albert speyer. Treasury
reeordsalso contain many documentsrelating to ine banking firm
of J- and w. seligmanof New york, especiallyon the marketingof
public securities. Indicative of the researchpossibilitiesare three
lettersfrom the fi*
!9 the secretaryof the TreasurydatedJanuary
discussing
negotiations
with the Rothschilds
??,23,and26,1875,
and
Morgansto form a syndicateto market a united states bond issue.
To further illustrate the possibilitiesaffordedby Federalrecords,
let us considerthe documentationon a busin.r, t
of a
nineteenthcenturyJewishentrepreneur.The post office
"rro"tion
Department
recordsshow that M. c. Mordecai of charleston,South barolina,
receivedcontractsin 185band 1860to carry the mail by steamerfrom
Charlestonto Havanavia Savannahand key West fbr gb0,000and
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$60,000,respectively. The ship's register maintained by the Treasury for the steamer Isabel, which was used to fulfill the contract,
discloses the names of Mordecai's associatesand the shares each
owned in the vessel. He personally owned 5,335,036/12,500,000
of the ship, and he and his partners in Mordecai and Co. owned
4,411,509/L2,500,000.Finally, a Court of Claims case concerns
moneys allegedly due under the 1860 contract.
Treasury and War Department records contain much information
on economic activities of Jews during the Civil War. The Restricted Commercial Intercourse volumes maintained by the Office
of the Secretary of the Treasury and the records of the Treasury
Special Agencies relate to economic activities in war zones. The
clearancesto sutlers issued by the Georgetown Collector of Customs
and the disallowed sutler's claims in the records of the Second
Auditor of the Treasury contain many referencesto Jewish sutlers.
The "Turner-Baker" papeni of the Adjutant General's Office have
information on Army investigations of suspected illieit trade. One
file details what happened when a Mr. Loeb shipped notions from
Philadelphia to Memphis which the Philadelphia police assumed
were destined for the secessionists.
The National Archives also has a considerablequantity of records
on economic activities within the Confederacy. Among the Confederate Treasury records are letters from the firms of M. C. Mordecai and Co. of Charleston and Wm. B. Isaacsand Co. of Richmond.
The Confederate Citizens File created after the war by the Army for
use in loyalty investigations consists of vouchers, receipts, and the
like relating to individuals and firms doing business with the Confederacy. Approximately fifty-five Cohens appear in these records.
The growth of Federal investigative, regulatory, and promotional
functions affecting various sectors of the economy is, of course, a
major feature of recent American history. In the National Archives
are records of various regulatory agencies, records of World War I
and II economic ageneies,records of the Commerce, Labor, and
Agriculture Departments, and records of New Deal agenciessuch as
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation. References to American Jews are found in
many of these records. In the course of an investigation of the Beef
Trust by the Bureau of Corporations, the predecessorof the Federal
Trade Commission, information was gathered on the meat packing
firms of Morris and Co. and Schwarzchild and Sulzberger. For the
latter there are statements by company officials avowing the "absolute independenee" of the firm. The NRA records cotttuin many
oocumentsuseful for industry and company histories, such as various
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garmentindustries,the motion picture industry, and the scrapand
wastematerialstrade. The unpublishedreportsand studiesof the
United StatesCommissionon Industrial Relations,1912-1g1b,include life historiesof Jewish migratory laborersand unpublished
studiesby seligPerlmanof the garmentindustry and laborexchanges
in New York City.
As one would expect, the National Archives contains many
recordsaboutAmericanJewswho werein the Federalservice.These
records relate to prominent individuals and to the unchronicled
majority. Many "appointmentpapers"for civil officialsand service
recordsfor military and navalpersonnelof the nineteenthcenturyare
in the National Archives; most twentieth century personneland
military servicerecordsare not in our custody. Dispersedthrough
many recordgroupsis a considerablequantity of recordsproduced
by or about Jewishofficialsin the normal courseof their ictivities.
The earliestJewishFederalofficial for whom we have recordsis
Abraham Cohen,Deputy Postmasterat Georgetown,South Carolina, 1790-1800. Treasury reeords contain correspondence
with
Moses Myers, the Collector of Customsat Norfolk, 1g2Z-1980.
state Department recordsinclude many dispatchesof American
Jewsin the diplomaticservice. The recordsof the Bureauof Indian
Affairs and its predecessors
havemany interestingitems about Jews
in the Indian serviee. Among the recordsof the office of Indian
Trade, L795-L822,are letters,accounts,and other paperspertaining
to Levi Sheftall,JosephSaul,AbrahamAbrahams,and JacobMark.
The records of the Michigan superintendencyinclude letters of
John Hays, the Indian Agent at Fort Wayne, 1820-1g28.The
National Archivesrecently accessioned
the generalcorrespondence
of the office of the secretaryof commerce,amongwhich are retters
of oscar s. straus, the first AmericanJew to achievecabinet rank.
BernardM. Baruchis well representedby documentsin the records
of the war IndustriesBoard of world 'war I and recordsof other
agencies. Felix Flankfurter's activities as chairman of the war
Labor PoliciesBoardof world war I are documentedby the records
of that Board. There are, of course,many other AmerieanJews
whose Federal service can be studied using the hordingsof the
National Archives.
The recordsof the armedservicesare by far the most voluminous
and eomplexpart of the holdingsof the National Archives. yet
considerableinformation about a given officer or serviceman,particularly if his unit is known, may be found with relatively little
difficulty. It is possibleto traee the military careerof Abrahamc.
Myers, the QuartermasterGeneral of the confederacyfrom his

appointmentto West Point to his defectionto the Confederacyand,
in the Confederate\Mar Department records,to his dismissalas
QuartermasterGeneral. The veterans' pension records contain
muchaboutthe rank and file. The pensionfile for LeopoldKarpeles,
a Civil War veteran,giveshis birthplace,Prague;recountshis Civil
hassomeinformationon his civilian life; and notes
War experiences;
detailsof the deathand burial of him and his wife.
A major sourcefor AmericanJewishhistory, as yet largely unexploited,is the recordsrelatingto immigration. The ea^rliest
and most
extensivebody of recordsis the passenger
lists, on which werenoted
for eachpassenger
information suchas age,marital status,eountry
of origin, occupation,and destination. The lists are very voluminous but name indices exist for Boston, 1848-1891,Baltimore,
1820-1897,Philadelphia,182G-1899,
and New York, 1820-1&10.
A greatlyneglectedsourcea.rethe reeordscreatedsince1882in the
enforcementof various statutes regulating immigration. At the
departmentallevel the National Archives has sixteen volumesof
outgoingcorespondence,
1882-1887and 1890-1903,and a 2-volume
docket of cases,1882-1887,of the Secretaryof the Treasury,who
supervisedimmigrationaffairsto 1903. The generalcorrespondenee
of the Secretaryof Commercefor the years1903-1913and the general
files of the Department of Labor for the years 1913-1940also
containrecordson the administrationof immigration.
The recordsrelating to immigrationat the bureaulevel are quite
detailed. Among the Immigration and Naturalization Servicerecords for the Treasury period and afterwardsto about 1906are 38
linearfeet of ineomingeorrespondence,
1882-1906,and 340 volumes
of presscopiesof outgoingcorrespondence,
1891*1912.There is a
registerseriesfor the years1891-1903.
In 1906,when naturalization was added to the activities of the
Bureauof Immigration and its namewas changedto the Bureauof
Immigration and Naturalization,two large generalcorespondence
files were started, one on immigration,the other on naturalization.
The National Archiveshas the generalcorrespondence
on immigration for 1906-1932,and the generalcorrespondence
on naturalization
for 190G1940.Theserelateto policy determinations,to procedures,
and to specificimmigrants. Another file of this Bureau awaiting
seholarlyexploitationis the seriesof recordsrelatingto the education
and Americanizationof aliens,1913-1936.
At the field office level there are 340 volumesof presscopiesof
outgoing correspondence
of the Ellis Island office. Unfortunately
many of these copiesare illegible. The Philadelphiarecordsfor
1882 to 1912, however, are both interesting and usable. They
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includerecordsof the PennsylvaniaState Boa.rdof Public Charities,
which administeredimmigrationin Philadelphiabefore1895. There
are letters received,1882-1903,and letters sent, 1884-1912,and
small, interestingserieslike the quarterly reports of the Board of
Public Charities,1882-1890,immigration inspector'sdiaries,18821890,and daily reportsof immigration inspectors,1888-1893.The
medicalexaminationof immigrantsby the Public Health Serviceand
resulted in additional sourceson immigration.
its predecessors
Recordsof a public health station at the Baltic port of Libau,
1909-1913,contain first-handaccountsof the great wave of Jewish
migrationin the pre-WorldWar I period. Thereare alsodocuments
aboutmorerecentimmigrants. Amongthe recordsof the Emergency
RefugeeShelterat Fort Ontario, Oswego,New York, are casefiles
on the 982 refugees(mostly Jews), brought to the United States
from Italy in 1944. They inelude biographicaldata, social case
studies,health records,employmentdata, and related correspondence. We recently accessioned
the recordsof the President'sCommittee for Hungarian RefugeeRelief; they may contain referenees
to Jews.
Additional information on the social and eultural history of
American Jewry is scatteredunpredictably through the holdings of
the National Archives. A letter of SolomonEtting, June 14, 1830,
as the Chairrnan of the Infirmary Committee of the University of
Maryland Medical School,in the correspondence
of the Secretaryof
the Treasury with the Collectors of Customs at Baltimore, is
representativeof this kind of document. There are also records
about Jewishscientistsand technologists.The Nautical Almanae
recordscontain letters of Albert A. Michelsonon his early work on
the velocity of light. The Greenlanddiary of SergeantEdward
Israel,1883-1884,
who perishedduringhis serviceasastronomerwith
the Greelyexpedition,is amongthe WeatherBureaurecords.
During the New Deal period Federalactivities expandedto many
new socialand cultural fields,someinvolving AmericanJews. The
recordsof the Federal Theater Project of the Work Projects Administration include productionbulletins of Yiddish theatrical performances,scripts of Yiddish plays, and radio scripts of the New
York City JewishTheatre of the Air. An attempt to resettleunemployedJewishworkerson the land is recordedin the minutesof
Jersey Homesteads,Inc., 1933-1935,which directed a project at
Hightstown, New Jersey.The minutes as well as other recordson
loans to the industrial co-operativeare ambng the records of the
FarmersHome Administration.
Quite different from the records described previously are the
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west Indies' now
recordsof the Danish Governmentof the Danish
recordsin the
probably
the
oldest
,rr" vir*i" Islands. They contain
paper-records
this
of
irfltio"if Archivesfalling within the_scope
1684-1685.Other
oi*Gubri"f Milan, the Governorof St. Thomas,
Borger Brevs
the
(tax
records),
J"ri". r,rctt as the Matrikulen
(Upper Court
Protokollen
T.itiren.ttip grants), and the Landsting
in
community
Jewish
,.f"r.n... to the Sephardic
ii"."ra.l
"onlaitt
is
even
There
centuries.
it i.u"a* in the eighteenthand nineteenth
" inche. of correspondence,
ca. 1865-1916,with the Hebrew
iwo
Congregationat St. Thomas.
I; the recordsmentionedpreviously,only rarely are individuals
specificallyidentified as being Jewish. The National Archives conluinr r.tuiively few, but some extremely interesting, records that
relate to Jewsas a group, to issuesparticularly identified with Jews,
and
- to Jewishreligiouspractices.
ierhaps the earliest record in the National Archives in this
.uiugo"y is the well-known letter of Jonas Phillips to the Constitutio:nai Conventionprotesting, as contrary to the religiousviews of
Jews, the inclusion in the Pennsylvania state constitution of an
oath of belief in the divine inspiration of the New Testament.
The next Federal actions dealing with Jews as a group for which
there are recordsin the National Archivesrelate to diplomatic moves
to protect the rights of American citizensof Jewishfaith or to intercedjeon behalf of .1.*irtt minorities overseari. While this story is
well known in generaloutline, no one has, to my knowledge'fully
exploitedthe riords on the subjectin the dispatehes,instructions,
po'.t ,""ords, and the Miscellaneousand Domestic Letters of the
Stut" D"puriment. CyrusAdler and Aaron M. Margalith's standard
work, With Fi,rmnesiin the Ri'ght,doesnot, to cite one example'
refer to the interesting petition in the MiscellaneousLetters for
January, 1877,signedby leadersof Jewish communitiesin many
nationsasking'forAmericansupportof the rights of the Jewsin the
DanubianPrinciPalities.
somewhat the same considerationsapply to Grant',snotorious
GeneralOrderNo. 12,1thestoryof whichisvery well told in Bertram
the full
w. Korn's Ameri,canJewrgin theciail,lvor. Nevertheless,
I This order has been erroneously referred to as General Order No' 11' The record set
Adjutant
of orders of the Department of the Tenneeseein Record Group 9,1:Recorde of the
court
General,s office, were checked by the present writer. No. 11 is en order reporting
specifically
1863'
6,
2
of
Jan.
No,
Order
mattials. Further, the revocation order, General
ol the
recorde it as .,No. 12." The origins of this error apparently go bgck to Thn wat
Atmies,
conteilcrate
and
Ilnion
o!
tlw
Recorils
Rebellion: A compilotion oJ thp oficiol
Series 1, vol. XVII, part 2, p. 424, which enoneously refere to it as "No' 11.''
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backgroundof that incidentrequiresadditionaldetailedresearchin
the many records in the Archives on economicaffairs during
the
Civil War.
Therecordsof the armedservicesincludea scatteringof documents
on Jewsas a group. The story of the civil war,l"dsu ctr"pt"incv
is quite well known. Army-and Navy recordscrov ttt. rtow
oown
almostto world war II. of particularinteresti, the corre.pona"nce
of the Armv's chief of chaprains with the Jewish weu;;-B;ard
in
the yearsimmediatelyfollowing World War I.
trbomthe end of the civil war down to the start of world
wa.r II,
the Army and the
invariably repried to inquiries .*.."ning
T"ry
the number of Jewsin the services6r in a past war that rerigion
was
not recordedofficialry. so fa^ras is now known, tne eariieJ
officiar
record of religious affiriation of membersof the armed
ior"u,
pearedon the world war I health recordro"-,
"plt"ir",
onrv
to assureproper buriar. use of this health to", "tra
,"ir"J-piour.*r,
accordingto recordsof tlre Navy's Bureauof Medicine
In 1917,severalJews_enlisting
"nisLg."v. as
in Dehoit weref"*J;;.girter
either Protestant or catholic, the form lacking:an ent
,l.rr.
After protests reached
Naw
Department
in
irrvrlL"iioo
"iii
air!h9
glosgdthat the pharm-acist'smate fi[ing out the forms, d"" n"."0
Doyle, "was under the impressionth-at arr rerigions"
-onty
were Protestant. He has been conected in trris?aite*"oi-c"tnori"
in
1941 and later was rerigion officiaily noted on service
records and
eventhen partly on a voluntary basis.
The recordsof the armed .""ni.e, arso contain doeuments
-"*"*pr..
concerning allegationsof discrimination. Two interesiing
occurin the generalcorrespondence
of the hovost Marsh-alClneral,
who administeredthe serectiveservice system in
woria war t.
severalfilescontainp_rotests
againsta passage
in the officiar,.Manual
of Instructionsfor Medical Advisory boards,,stating, ;
tfr"-for.ign
Po*,.3n9 especiallyJews,are moreapt to maringerthan the native
born." Jewish draft board membersand physi"ci*;;;"t.rt.d,
did Louis Marshalr acting for the American Jewish
".
committee.
Quite differentin natyre is the fire pertainingto arregations-fianti
Jewishprejudiceon the part of a board -"ib", i"
itil.ililgi.
r,
addition to letters of complaintand a petition to
removethe board
member,thereareinvestigativereportscontaining
i"r"r-"ti"n about
peopleand eventsin the Third Ward of pittsbuigh.
Most of the records of the Immigratior, *id
Naturarization
servieementionedpreviouslydo not ae-Jwittr
Jewsas such.A few
files specificallyrelate to the Jewish eomponent
of the stream of
migrants' The most significantnte, to my
mind, bears the tide.
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'Hebrew,' Raceor Religion?"
and concernsthe justificationof the
"
classification"Hebrerrs" in the publishedstatisticson immigration
after 1903. when simon wolf and othersprotestedthat galhering
such statistics was an inquiry into religious beliefs, the agency
solicited and receivedthe opinions of the state Department, th;
Bureauof the census,and of prominentAmericanJewson whether
"Hebrew" designateda raceor a religion. The agency,sformalreport
justifying its practice,variousdocumentsaboutthe collectionof Juch
statistics,and a copy of a 1911letter to TheodoreRoosevelton the
subjectare alsopresentin this file.
other recordsin the National Archives dealing with Jews as a
groupare the recordsrelating to kosherslaughtering,createdduring
the early New Deal under the National Industriar RecoveryAct,
the recordsof the war RefugeeBoard about attemptsto aid victims
'war
of Nazi oppressionin world
II, and the recordsof the committee on Fair EmploymentPractice,1941-1946.
Many studentsof AmericanJewishhistory havealreadyexploited
parts of the holdingsof the National Archives. Mueh ru.air, lrrrdone- The requiredresearches
may necessitateconsiderabre
sophistication and industry and may presupposea knowredgeof administrative history as well as detailed information on American Jewry.
use of the records in the National Archives wil aid the historian
seekinga comprehensive
view of the American-Jewishcommunity.
For when recordson American Jewry are found in archivar groups,
they.are located,figuratively speaking,in their historical context,
providing unique opportunities to explore backgroundsand to
engagein comparativestudies.

