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Ur. R. a. Zellick, •eiatant Truat Otticer 
Aqlo Calitornia t o l Bank 
San rraao1100, 'alirornia 

Subject 1 Da•• Ta teuno 

Dear Sirs 

--------

linclo1• i an iATentory ot the. ~n•l't o.t Ur. D ve 

Tat mo which re. ina in the rooma occ pi • . J. A.lYarn 

at l.625 Buchanan t et, San P'ranciaco,. C for 

inoloaure 
.U1t!lQIPl~lil"1 f,Qtf 

ueiatant Cuh1or 
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September 28, 1942 

Subject: Property or D!V" .. T&\§WlO. at 
1625 Buchanan Street, San Francisco 

At l: JO Saturday afternoon, September 26, 19.42, Major 
Santelli telephoned from the above address to request aeeistance 
in settling a dispute between Tatsw10, owner or real property, 
and Mrs. J. Alvare·z who, together w.ith her bus band and two foster 
children, occupied t he premises, 

. At Major Santelli's request the writer went to the address 
and there met the Uajor, Dave Tatsuno, Mr. Roes, a civilian guard 
for the Wartime ivil Control Adminietration in whose custody Tatsuno 
wae released from Tanforan, and Mr. O'Connell• a plain clothes detective 
of the San F'rancie co Police Department. 

By way of background, it appeared that the Tatsunos leased 
the premises t o the preeent tenant, exclusive of a sto.re room on the 
main tloor and two store rooma in the basement in which the Tatsunos 
stored large· quantities of tumiture and other personal propert7, 
including sane from their dry goods atore. A tew item8 of p·roperty 
they pennitted the tenant to uae. The store roolll!I were allegedly 
locked by Tatsuno before evacuation. 

Upon receiving notice or his tranafer to Delta, Utah, 
Tatsuno obtained perrni11ion to come to San Francisco to 1elect from 
the stored household gooda the pieces he desired forwarded to him in 
the relocation area. 

He called at this residence on September 2Sth, the tenant 
then being awa7 and ia understood to ha•• forced the .tront door and 
pined acceae to the pr-1.aea. He towid innwnerable items which he 
had lett in the atore rooma being used by the tenant, who had made a 
practice ot frequently calling at Tantoran. to a11ure the Tataunoe that 
everything waa all right at home. The origina.l call was made by Tatsuno 
in the compnay ot a Joe Oibb1. He was permitted to retu·rn to the pre­
mises trom Tantoran on Saturday, September 26, l942. 



Tatauno wu much concerned oyer the tact that the etore 
roou had been entered and, according to hia story, they pve evidence 
ot having been ransacked and the content• diaturbed. He wae much 
lncenaed and appeared deairoua ot inatituting aome tora ot leial action 
ap.inat the tenant tor violation ot the terms ot the leaae agreement 
which waa underatood to exclud• the room.a in question. The leaee waa 
not presented tor e xam.ination. Aa a corollary 1 a dispute had arilen 
between Tatsuno and the tenant aa to the ownership ot certain of the 
items ot property in uae. 

After long discuuion, the items in dispute narrowed down to 
tour, including a cottee table, a table lamp and two bedapreada. A 
conaiderable quantity of property was returned to the main tloor store 
roont Saturday- afternoon and t he room temporarily sealed by the writer. 

Arraneements were made for the return of Tateuno to San Fran­
c iaco on Monday, September 28th to compl~te the buainesa of selecting 
goode tor forwarding to Delta, Utah and complete the discussion with the 
tenant. 

This morning at nine o'clock the writer again returned to 
1625 Buchanan Street. The followi ng persona were alao present: 

llr. &. R. Zellick, Assistant Trust Otticer, Anglo California 
National Bank, agent tor Tatsuno; 

O'Connell of the San Francisco Police Department; 

Captain McFadden of the artime Civil Control Administration; 

Roes, civil guard of the Wartime Civil Control Adrninietration; 

Dave Tatsuno, Alice Tatsuno, hie wire; Chi.ye Watanabe, aiater 
of Da•e Tatsuno and .Roy llatanabe, her husband. 

After continued altercation, the ownership ot the remaining 
items in diepute waa clearly established and all propert7 of the Tatsuno1 
then visible and in use on rented portion or the premises •• returned 
to the main tloor at.ore rooa, which waa locked and sealed with s eal• 
provided by lirr. Zellick. 'nle baeement atore rooms were examined and 
they were likewise locked and sealed. 

The tenant agreed to quit the premises at th• earliest poeeible 
moment, u eoon aa new quarter• could be found, and Tatsuno proposed to 
haYe the house occupied by a friend. 

The War Relocation Autborit1 ie prepared to open the warehowse 
at 1595 Van Neu Avenue if it becomes necessary to move the property trom 
the house tor ita protection, but the present plan is to leaYe all th• 
property the re due to i ta gre,at. bulk. 

-a-



The An1lo California National Bank will continue to 
represent Mr. Tatsuno and make arran.-.nta tor the torwardinr 
ot certain propert.7 to Delta, Utah, or arran,. tor th• necea1a17 
cratin1 and haulin1 ot th• propert1 it they desire to atore in 
the War Relocation Authority .. rehouae. 

~··~· 
H.~RONO 
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1 BoakoaM 
l .,._ ot boo , ·U tollo"81 

20 fol_.. •Book ot lnoltlMBe• 
6 Yol-• "Stol')' ot Ona\ 1&r' 
7 Vol a de \lpa11Rad 
~ Vo1- "Libr&rl' ot Uninnal 

.IJ.t.entuzre. 
4 Yolu..a, 111.ao.ll.amoua 

l nool' Che•t or iDclolt Cabinet 

Oak TMle 
et 

l t:aee anf.I aiec•llaneoua pereonal\ on 
ap r • elf 

1 ror 
l oto.:re (Pal.ace of Pine Arte) 

l r:ror 

1 r1 rator 
1 CUpboud 
... ; at.er ater 
l ·Pifture (PraJ.t,) 

L4WDU 

Ohittoni•r 



1 Cld.ttolli.v (Oak) 
1 .,.. t.op 1nlald \&bl• 
l lt.rai«b\ oha1r 

l ataqular library t. le 
1 Straight chair 
l BooJdn& obair th 
1 Dnaa.er 
l Bed, including eprlng, ttru•.• 

blanl eta, apread. 

l ct.ansular llbral")'· table 
l trai t ohair. 
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TRUST DEPARTMENT 

Mr . • Ar s r otlg 
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very .favors 1~ 1 press ot on u , lthough 
are no completely s .. 'tis. ·~.ed wi t .ihe hand ­

te dJ striot for us , but apparently i elude 
of propc; rty handled by yo tr . ga,.,.halt:ion a1 ~ ourselves and 
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l ~ind e d t 
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end money i 
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c ·les ~ My ow object I: on is tla a e doal or time, effort 
xpended make t hings as ea•r 1

• ' siblt , and cer a 1 nly 

J-f1..:_ __ .. ,.,_e 
. by Rtk1n ~ ia . I ;rt 1ng you o tld 1 ke us lo do , 

.............. -- .... 

r:··· ·~t'~~~ l. 
,,..t Surt'll'm<t ,. 

I __-.._,........--•-,__._,......., .,.._~ 

flL. i!t!t'tX.OWHEN S GNE" 
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Mr. Herbert D. Armstrong, ,, 
Federal ReeerTe Bank, 
EVRCUee Property Division, 
San Fr~noisoo. California. 

Dear Mr. rmstrone: 

~.i· 
r 41 .. 6 - 1~1'. 

T'lpaz, Utah, 
Deoember 17, 1942 

At long last, I ~m gettin6 off thiR m~oh­
belated letter of thanks to you f.or all the help 
you gave me during the trou.ble l had tn my house 
in San Franoisoo lAte in September. Ever since then 
r often thoueht ot writing to you to show you my 
appreciation, but, somehow, I did not get Around .to 
it till this evening. I had written MaJor Carl 
Sanit1lli about two weeks after the inoident, and 
1 t was my intentton to thank you formally about the 
same time, but here I am now. Not only would ! like 
to thank you for your be.,rond-ron. tine aid . • but r am 
truly than,1<fu.l that we nt s~ ls can look up to men ot 
your calibre for understandine and intelligent 
syrripa thy. 

Just to a~d a personal touch, this is w~a~ J •~ 
d 'J J. ntr now here at the new boom oi ty of Topaz: am 
acting as head ot the Cooperative nry Goods Division 
since the beginning ot October, Had oar t}rand open1r.g 
last 1i.,dnesday, anc\ we had over 3,000 people come into 
the new store bttj.ldine which is the r,-eulation 1VRA 
reor vat1on hall (100 x 20 tt.). and our s&lee tor the 
first day ra.n up to $2,700. rVe have a sta.f:t now ot 
12 young people, and you can well imagine that our 
staff 1 s kept M ghty busy. 'lie h&ve t.he following 9 
departments: men's wear, ladies' wear, boy's wear, 
g1rl'9 wear, baby ahoD, shoe-slip ~ er shop, household 
eooda, notions. pieoe goods, with an additional toy 
department tor tho holi~ays. 

Associating with suoh f1ne men as ou.r auDertnten­
dent, Hr. 1Yalter Honderlok, to.rmar Washington Un1Tera1t7 
man, a YMCA Man, and Mr. J~mil Sekerak, a OM.o State grad 
and C'o-op expert, makes the work very 1.ntereeting. Last 
week our Co-op ~rotip went to Salt !Jake City tor 4 daya, 
and I spent all Friday anc1 Saturday buy ng <'try goode tor 
the store. They a.re now talking about sending me to 
St. Loui a within a month to do oi1r spring and aummer 
buying for the ~r~ goods store. Thia 11 a wonderful 
experience tor me, and I am truly enJoying 1t all. 



I nave come to r alize more and more that thi• 
is inde t d a very small world, tor here at Topaz I 
have ah9 eady met a cauoasian you11g l&dy who uset. to 
sit three rows behind me tor thr~• years in my junior 
hi eh eohool reei etry· ~lase in San Jrano1 aco. She 111 
now the wife of the treoto,r ot the Community iYeltare 
department lu•r•. 1 .. 1so Mr. Caleb Fo,ote, the exeout1Te 
eeoreaa.ry of the Fellowship or Heoonoill.ation, a Friend 
service group, who is now resirl.1ne at our troubled 
home, was here to visit us on hia round of all the 
WRA centers, and l was really suri>rised to find that 
r, hn.d known J.~r. Sekera.k of. our Co-op from be fore·. 

~e f\re all fairly well sett.led now an~ are getting 
quite acolimH.ted to the extreme weather oond1 ti on here. 
Though we hac\ sev1trAl snow storms about a month ago, 
we are ha.vine sunny weather here e.lMo ~t, '!J"! 'Jr"t i'lay 
these days. Of oourae, as a nan Franoisoan, aoc,uetomed 
to the mild Bay Area weather, it is quite a har~ship to 
have to stand the oold weather here. It was 12 degrees 
yesterday morning, and we hear that the thermometer oan 
go as low as 30 below zero. I never knew what they used 
ear-muffs tor be.fore, but now I r~alize they are verY' 
handy items to have around. 

I ho9e that this letter will tind you and yours 
in good heu.l tb. J\nd again, as I alo se, thank you 
very riu~h for ever..rthin6. Fellow Al'lerica.ns like you 
make us realize the worth of dernooraoy a d spurs us on 
to do our share, though so little, behind wire :f'enoea 
in American's hinterland. 

r~~ 
Dave 11. Tatsuno~ 
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filhe Anglo <!falifnmia N~Unnaliank 
REF~R E ' n r "1 • : vERS I 

TOM. , ... ,, ................ .. _ , ...... , ................... ... 
uf ,jan iranriaco 

TRU&T DE .. ARTMENT December 15, 1942 

Federal Reserve Bank o·f San Francisco 
Sensome & Sacramento Streets 
Ssn Francisco, Celirornia 

Atte tion: B. D. Armstro g 

Gentlemens 

AttA.Ohed are duplicate s of a letter writ· e today to 
Mr. Dave M. Tatsuno with reference to the prooerty at 1625 Buch­
anan Street, San Francisco, owned by Mr. Tetsuno a d formerly 
occupied by ·r s . Alvarez. You will recell our telephone conver­
sation of yest:.erday in this regard. 

The letter is self explRnatory and al though we gave 
few details in the letter to Mr. Tatsuno, we were supplied with 
quite a few circumstancee and deteils which we thought it best 
not to repeat to Mr. Tatsuno. 

We &re enclosing an extra copy of the l~ tter with the 
thought that you may desire to .forward it on to the Agency now in 
charge of matters of this kind and 1r· there is anything further 
you "ould like us to do or if one of your e gencies would like to 
contact Miss S.tleppard direct we •ould be glad to fUrnish her 
address. 

HJ : f I 
.... 



nglo California National 84'11k , 
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Dec nber 17, l9i.2 

Rq : Dav ' . 1'atsuno 

Do 

t ose a e oioa. 

Yo· s vr; r ./ tru r, 
....-} 

~ . 
Harbert n. A at.ron,g 

Ac ti Asai st1mt Cas ior. 

Armstrong/els 



• I l l 

Dec.abor 17, 1942 

ssell ob nsoo, 
e Pro rty Dlvisio 11 

Y loc tion Authority, 
Hotel • . d teomb Building, 
San rGJ ciaco,1 Cal tfo·rnin. 

e: va • Tatsuno . 

ear Sir: 

,T are e1 c:losin ... , a copy ! tod ... • s letter to the 
t..1 .e Civ 1 C ltrol A· .datr t.i on, t. " ti r ith c! · of 

he cnclo sur ·a r1ti onetd in it . 

As o r lott r to t .10 "/artl! · C v·· 1 Control \ · int­
atra.tion in catcs ~e arc fc>nardin : t s lat .for )"our 
intorm tlon. 

·· cloeure• 
Armstron /els 

Ioll.f' a VGry truly 1 

... 

¢~ 
Herk>ert.. • atron,g, 

Actir · Aeaistant Caeh1er. 



..... 

' 

1 
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.. lolUH• 
Armatrong/el,a 
cc s Mr. rtussell Robirtsoo 

.Evacuee Property Division 
~ ar ~ elocation Authority 

Whitcomb Hotel, San Francieoo 


