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during # three years since his death. @ late as last Jamuary, hmver;.
Stalin was accorded occaslonal positive recognition.

b. Khrushchev is reliably reported to have made-E demunciatory speech
atigi closed session of #§8 20th Party Congress in February. As firstq
exposed by ¥l westem press, M speech presumably characterized Stalin
as:a :(1) # sadistic tyrant, ridden in his later years by # persecution
phobia; (2) $ megolomanisc who rejected expert advice; (3) dvvain egotist
who ordered history rewritten to glorify himself, etc. Ml @riticism has
been focused on §k ill effects of one-man rule; not on basis Soviet
policies.

c. Soviet damestic medis since the Congress still ignores Stalin issue,
but foreign Cammmnist leaders in public statements have stressed #l-merits
of Stalin in his earlier years and have thus indicsted an attempt not to
destroy him completely.

d. Z-@ubstance # Khrushchev's speech has spparently been conveyed by
party spokesmen to local groups throughout 48 Soviet Union.

e. S Pext -JCHEE Khrushchev speech, not withstanding officizl recognition
of its ocourrence, remsins secret presumsbly until ¥l Soviet rulers

feel that ¥l population GRS prepered for its presentation. Reports
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have been received that i shorter version 3@ being prepared for public
release.

Questions of Advance Planning and Compulsions:

ae. Whether Khrushchev's secret speech, as actually made, had been planned
in advance is open to question.

b. XBMB. Soviyt rulers appear ¥ be motivated by free choice rather than
campulsion, With reported calm and combrol at hame, and relative success
abroad, there is no evidence that they were campelled by domestic or
foreign policy econsiderations to indulge in such Buvigorous anti-Stalin
campaign.

¢. ¥ gradual de-emphasis of Stalin may have been considered inadequate
and . 20th Congress chosen as #k forum for e more emphatic and dramstie
demunciation.

Possible Implications:

2. < Soviet rulers appear to have been confident of their sbility B
control unfavorable reactions.

b. 48R psychological impect of Stalin's repudiation at home and among
followers abroad creates mass diseiplinary and widespread personal
readjustment. Alveady there sre currents of emfugion, uncertainty,
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embarrassment, resentment and tension in ¥ME USSR, in ¥BE satellites and
among foreign Communist groups.
c. Criticism of Stalin's performance dnring his long regime could easily
open 4k way for fundamertal resppraissl of past issues, policies and
facets of Soviet and Cammmist patterns of sction. ;
d. Present rulers of ¥XSoviet Union were closely mssociated with Stalin.
They must have recognized ¥ risk of being personally implicated in his
excesses which they now expose. »
e. This risk may have been welghed against ¥B sssumed improvement in
. respectability of ESoviet Union and indigenous Commnists sbroad.
f. There is no indication from other developments at the 20th Party
Congress that the Soviets have departed, or intend to depart, from the
fundsmental Soviet policies or objectives established by Stalin,
Tentetive Information Policy Guidance:

1. W U.8. abtitude for K time being should not be conclusive in
nature, excited in tone, nor give Wk sppeerance of over-indulgence in
propuganda excesses. Rather it should be characterized by ealm;, ressonable
objectivity holding our fire for possible attack when we have better
factual infommation.
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2. Care should be exercised ¥l avoid S premsture comitment of -9l U.S.
to a specific course of analysis or interpretation of 4 Anti-Stalin campaign.

3. By Jjudicious selection of material fram unofficial sources, with
attribution, attention should be called to #EK confusion, tension and
harassment which ¥ Soviet rulers have brought to ¥ satellites and Come
mnist groups throughout W world. ! .

L, Emphasis should be placed on @ fact thet 4#ikDblood-thirsty tyranny
now described by Khrushechev could never have taken place in truly democratic
society. MK Soviets have now belstedly confiymed what 4 outside world has
been saying for years.

5. For 3k time being, however, @S main burden of YK U.S. Information
effort should be 9k pursuit of s hopefully embarrassing line of questioninge-
without necess&rily presuming to have the answers -- specifically relating
W Anti-Stalin campaign to certain basie issues, such as:

a. How can WK present Sovist leaders live down their former approval,

not to say fulsome support, of Stalin's personal policies? Can they

divest themselves of basic complieity.( Selected gquotations will

follow by pouch.,)
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b. What now, therefdre,canbe“chm&pmmtmtnﬂzmto
credibility?

info:

c. What are Commmist leaders in other countries to expect and to believe?
Wmthawuwseekthetmbhfwthmelm,magainfmbackmm‘.
new leadership of still umproven intentions?

d. What, in effect, can be said of a system where layalties are based on
terrcr one day and repudiated by expediency the next?

e. Does ¥F Stalin repudiation mean return to “I&niﬁim"? If so, how
can one, upon ¥ examination of Lenin's record, conclude fha.t his personal
conduct ¥ essentially different fram that of his ardent disciple Stalin?
£, After all these years of banislment, how can ™ mantle of Trotsky or
other opponents of Wl Stalinist interpretation of Marxism suddenly be
sccorded any degree of respectability?
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8. If terror and tyreanny -- 8 mainstays of Cammmist rule -- have been
expunged at home, what basic changes can be expected in Soviet external
polisies ~- in 8 satellites, with respect to German unification, disar-
mament, remuncistion of international Comminism, etc.?

A tentative nsture of 8 foregoing 4mxagain empbnsized. Further
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